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lorever House

~ JOE LUCAS AND PARRISH CHILCOAT TRANSFORM A TUDOR-STYLE
- TREASURE INTO AN UPDATED FAMILY HOME
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o5 Angeles is a city of surprises, but few are as
unexpected as Hancock Park The lealy vest-
pocket neighborhood is as charming as any scene
Norman Rockwell ever portrayed. “Tt%s a labulous
little hidden sliver of the East Coast,” savs L.A.-based interior designer
Joe Lucas. He should know—both he and Parrish Chileoat, his busi-
ness partner at Lucas Studio, are transplanted New Englanders.
Lucas thinks the appeal of this 1925 Tudor-style beauty goes
back even further than the 13 colonies. “It's like a mini Downton
Abbey,” he says. “It's even got an upstairs area that feels like it
might have once been a staff wing.” In a zip code dotted with nota-
ble homes, this houses sparkling diamond-patterned windows,
Enormaous airy spaces, and exuberant moldings make it a neighbor-

hood standout,

Yet when Jay Ackerman and his wife, Stacy Sibley, wenl il
search of a “forever house” to raise their two growing sonss
Brayden, 100, and Jonah, 4 —they dismizsed this place as a rundos
old pile. Despite its being the work of noted architect Arthue
Benton. itwas in disrepair and had been languishing on the marke
for years. Most evenings, Jay and Stacy would walk their dog jist
the house and speculate on what it was like inside. Their conle
sion: "dark.” And as much as Stacy loves Tudor architecture, Jol
antipathy to dimly lit spaces made it a no-go. Then one day, 8
got an excited text from Jay, who was inside the house, “Thigh
nothing like what you'd expect from the outside.”

50 the reinvention of this lovely grand dame began. Due to e
couple’s affection and respect for historical detail (they'd renovated
five previous homes), the physical transformation consisted mn.-.-{lyi
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surface changes—painting and repair, sleek new bathrooms, and a
beautiful 21st-century kitchen. “We didn't blow out spaces; we
wanted to keep the old-house feel,” Stacy explains,

One day, mid-renovation, a friend coaxed Stacy into Harbinger,
Lucas and Chileoat’s retail showreom in West Hollywood. “I con-
nected with Joe right away,” savs Stacy, “T really liked his personal
style. He dresses the way he decorates—dapper and preppy, but with
an edge” When she discovered Lucas was also an alum of intimate
little Connecticut College—where she and Jay had been college
sweethearts—the deal was sealed. “Tt felt like kismet,” savs Stacy.

Lucas adds with a laugh that the love fest lasted only until he
reached the houwse's threshold, To his eve, the public spaces were
oppressive. “The living and dining rooms were very formal and
dreary. There was this dark-stained mahogany crown molding that
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looked like a big uni-brow in need of trimming. T felt very strongly
it needed to be painted out,” he says.

“That did take time to digest,” says Jay, “but now I see it was thes
right decizion. And we kept the dark-stained paneling in the entre
which makes that room really pop out at you.”

Stacy savs she and Jay were anxious about preserving
house's integrity. “Keeping the 1920s feel was very important o
us.” Lucas and Chilcoat's solution was to update the archite
with a dose of youthful glamour. “We used traditional shapes with
fabrics that feel fresh,” Lucas savs.

The most fearless mix occurs in the dining room. “This room
used to have such a sad old vibe” recalls Lucas. “The wallpaper
elevated the room to amazing. It's a coral-y orange, pink, green
and purple world in there, and it makes Stacy so happy.”
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ED TRADITIONAL SHAPES WITH FABRICS THAT FEEL FRESH. %2

—~designer Joe Lucas

the family members' individusl personalities
icas and Chileoat’s decorative aim. They diligently
earthing sentimental family treasures and integrat
| the design. In the dining room, they reflected
neity and sense of fun, while the living room is more
and smart, “The rest of the house is a good mix of the
i5, “s0 there's an undercurrent of who they are run
il

current is enhanced with sentimental pieces. “My
Ay when 1 was 4,” says Stacy. “He had dabbled in
ome of his artwork was sitting in storage and some
a closet, but Joe got them out and hung one in
I and one in the living room, It's such & joy Lo zee
ievery day.”

Lucas also discovered Stacy’s colorful glass collection and puat it
on prominent display. He framed the children’s artwork to line a hall
way and made sure young Brayden’s room highlighted his passions
with a coat of Boston Celtics green, What 10-vear-old by wowldn't
jump atachance to have his bedroom reflect his favorite team?

Jay and Stacy say they don't see the project ever truly ending.
*The other day Joe brought some gorgeous coral fans over and they
look incredible,” says Stacy. “With a house like this, we can add
things, and it will change as we change. Old houses can do that, That's
what [ love about them, The original owner's initial is still carved
above our front door and we'll never get rid of it. Joé understood
that, but he also knew we needed to make this place our own.” m
Interior designers: Jos L ucas and Parrish Chilcoal
For more information, see sources on page 146
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