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Sea Change

A trio of designers creates a new take on
understated beach chic.

By Alexandria Abramian-Mott
Photegraphy by Kargn Millet

When interior d.n.-si.gnzr Taylor Borsari ot a call from  LDUNEE ACT The

longrime dients to comiplesely gur their 4.000-square-foor, “’:"’:"’;I
cn:sn-l'lum LEEUI'IJ. Beach house, she quadct‘_v realized :;:1;:_:“1 il.
she wouldn's be abde 1o tackke the projec: on her own. panhide refasatior,
“1 was pregmant with my hrst child when | started th'rm';m
this house and the thought of everything thas would be U:NHTLMIG “":

invohved. PJu: Ey‘ing to California all the time, senr me wing tem Jans e
into a panic,” says the Orange County native, who mow Lie's horclfy Collecsim.
lives in Las 1;":5::.. S0 Borsari, who pminuﬂ}- worked
for Michael 5. Smich, called wpon fellow Smith alum
Parrish Chilcoar and _Ivn-e Lucas, of Lucas Scudio Inc
and showroom Harbinger, 1o help execure the job. "By
the time we Anished ir was three and a half years lates,”
Borsari says. *1 had not one bur vwo kids. And | never,
ever could have done this on my own”
And no, this wasn't a case of too many decorators
m:ning with the mood board. Instead, after the clients
agreed m have three designers work on their weekend
getaway hoose, Borsard, Chilcoat and Lucas erafred a
singular vision for the rwosstory house, one that wok
|].-ps'1::.| beach décar and rurmed it on its side. *We didn’
want to go the expeceed red, white and blue route,”
says Lucas. "We were looking to do something more
that would feel more reserained than that, so it turned
our 1o be more showr reining in the color and EDI:I.‘I!.iﬂS_
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on interesting sha.pn.-s and textures, and :\eaﬂ:p t:y‘ering
those elements. The idea was to make it beachy, bus noc
in the cliché w:;r."

Clam shells, sea coral and znchor are? e all went
overboard. And in their Fh.l:e. sy Borsari, was a far
simpler plan: Lex the 180=degree ocean views star. “The
entire desi.gm is about Euping the views as the focal
poins, so everyching else has o really play into char
idea. Bur we also kepl: in mind chat even :hvnufjl we
wanted the palette o be restrained, we didn’t want

this o ke another }s-eige ﬂra.nge Cn-um'!.- beach house,

because we've seen plenty of those before.”

Throughout the house, from the upstairs open-
plan living, dining and kitchen area o the kower level’s
bedroams, the trio af dusigne:rs relied on los of texture,
organic pacterns and plenty of unexpecred shapes and
materials to create a quiet version of oceanfront elq:m:e.

"Mothing jumps out at you here,” says Lucas.
“You really have to fock, and then the design sort of

unfolds quieth.”
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“We wanted the palette to be restrained, but we didn't want this to be another
beige Orange County beach house, because we've seen plenty of those before.”

“Even the fireplace in the living room,” says
Baorsari. “We spent a lot of rime |:|'|i|1Jti.r|5 abaut how it
could be rexrural and interesting withour sizaling the
scene. 5o we went with this spa.rkh'ni_ grzp]'l.i.c tile. Ir's
dramaric withous jumping out ar yow, which is really
whar we were Inn-nI:irLg_ o achieve :hmghnul.‘

While creating an underscared heach house, the
designers also had o keep the clients—and their
three kids=—in mind. Homeowners ['ana and Anne
Whize, alzo based in Las "l"eg.n. uze the house as a
weekend retrear. [ana is the president of the Ultimace
Figh'l:i.ns Eh:.rnpi.muhi.p, and while he doesnt |:|ri|1£_ his
prodessional life home to Laguna, the decorarors didn'c
rake any chances with their work._

“We used a won of ourdoor fabrics inside so that
you can have the windows open as much as pﬂui.h]e
and things are almast impossible to stain,” says Borsari.

And pretry much every textile was given the Nanotex
trestment, a surface protecror thas makes liquids repel.
"It gives a bullerproof vest to every piece of upholsersd
furniture in the house” IVE Lucas. "Because when the
family is hexe, they use every inch of it and we didn’t
want o make some rJ'ti.nE precious thatr woald fall apart
the minute sand gor on in.”

The designers say they dodped another decorating
bullec when the daughter requested a princess bedroom.
Instead ofd:ning a Fi.nb-un-|:|i.n|:-nn-|z\-=r.|ﬂ:r unnpi.ﬂ{
bed with all of the frilly trimmings, they opsed fora
his]'nl}- whimsical m”P:per treatment that delivers a
sense of feminine whimsy withour evoking the Magic
Ki.ng\dmn. “This iz a room that the d.:.u,g}n:zr can n.-z.”:r
enjay until she's a reenager,” says Chilcoar, "And like the
rest of the house, theres 2 rimelessness o it that means
they can enjoy the howse for years to come.” m
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